
Pacific Grove Business Improvement District Meeting Minutes 
 

Downtown Business Improvement District Meeting 
Wednesday, December 7th, 2016, 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 

City Hall/City Manager Conference Room 
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove 

 
Meeting Opened: 8:30 a.m. 
 

1. Welcome and introduction: Tom McMahon opened the meeting. 
 

2. Approval of BID Agenda: BID members approved the agenda unanimously with 
an amendment to add discussion and decision regarding a sign at Forest and Ocean 
View. 
 

3. Public Comments: Steve Thomas told BID Members that he conducts annual 
research on positive and negatives stories on social media regarding Pacific 
Grove. He said negative stories about Pacific Grove are beginning to emerge in 
more frequency than positive ones. Moe Ammar disagreed, citing positive stories 
that have been reported over the year. Thomas asked BID members to consider 
ways to shed a positive light on Pacific Grove with more frequency. City staff, 
meanwhile, provided an update on Pavel’s Bakery.  
 

4. Welcome new member Hector Chavez owner of Winning Wheels bicycle shop: 
BID members welcomed Chavez to the meeting. 

 
5. Approval of minutes of November, 2016 meeting: BID members unanimously 

approved the November minutes. 
 

6. Old Business 

• Report on holiday events: Holiday Open House, Christmas at the Inns, 
Parade of Lights, and Stillwell Fun in the Park: Thomas said 500 to 750 
people turned out for the events and said they are looking at possible 
updates for next year. McMahon also spoke about the recent Parade of 
Lights and said a number of businesses appeared to be closed during the 
event. Ron Schenk said he doesn’t believe it pays for some small 
businesses to remain open. 

 
7. New Business 

• Sign on Ocean View and Forest Avenue: BID members unanimously 
approved a double-sided sign directing visitors to downtown from the 
corner of Ocean View and Forest Avenue for a cost of $1,994.82. 

• Discuss potential use of 581 Lighthouse Avenue (Taft & Teak): City staff 
briefed BID members on the property and indicated potentially interested 
parties, including My Attic and English Ales. City staff said they have been 
talking to the property owner about the interested parties. 



• Meet and greet owners of Holman’s and receive an update on February 
24th at noon at the Inn at Spanish Bay, Chamber luncheon, $25 per 
person:  Moe said a large number of people have already expressed 
interest in the condos located at the property. He said the February 24th 
meeting would discuss changes at the property among other topics. 

• Discuss and approve the production of 30-second and 15-second promo 
videos of downtown that can be used on social media: Thomas told BID 
members Ammar approached him to create a 30 second and 15 second 
video for social media promotion and elsewhere. BID members voted 
unanimously to approve $1,000 for the effort. 

• Review amplification sound permit and impact on downtown businesses: 
McMahon informed BID members about a recent incident where a 
business owner was cited for playing amplified music in his business 
without a permit. McMahon made a motion asking that BID members 
support the business owner in an official capacity, but not contesting the 
violation, by showing support for the business as long as it stays within 
the confines of city ordinance. Schenk said he could not support the 
motion, as he believed the BID also supports residents. The citation 
originated from a resident who lives above the business. The motion died 
for lack of a second. 

 
8. Adjourn: McMahon adjourned the meeting at 10 a.m.  

 
 
Attendees: 
Moe Ammar - PG Chamber                   Tom McMahon – Monterey Bay Laundry 
Steve Thomas-Sprout Boutique                                       Ron Schenk – St. Vincent DePaul                                      
Patrick Whitehurst-PG Museum         Tony Gamecho – Grand Ave Flooring and Interiors                   
Marietta Bain – Fandango Restaurant                               Hector Chavez-Winning Wheels 
 
 
                           
  


